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Period V- , negociation forgiving that general! guaranty. As to Chanvelin it is very cleat to
me that lie would keep things in the fame uncertain date; neither accommodate
matters with the eniperour, nor, if he can help it, enter into a war to fatisfy Spain,
though there is noe turn, nor chican, he will not make ufe of to perfuade Spain
of the contrary j and will, at the fame time, ufe his utmoft endeavours to keep
the cardinall firm in not agreeing to the eniperour's pragmatick fandion, re-
lating to the fucceffion of his dominions. In fhort, we muft appear as ready as
France can be for fettling a ptan of operations, until! we learn the ultimate refo-
lution of Spain, and in the mean -time learn the fentiments- of the penfionary
and the States, upon the prefent flate of affairs, with refpeft to the conduft of the
different courts of Europe at this juncture, and the part which his majefty and
they fhould aft.

In my private conferences with the cardinall, I hinted to him as if I had learnt
that fome falfe infmuations with regard to the late changes in our miniftry, and
the prefent difppfition of the court and parliament, might have created fome
jealoufy in him., as if the prefent admmiftration was not willing, or would not be
able to fupport the prefent union with France, reprefenting to him at the fame
time, that it would entirely depend upon the conduft of France: to which he in,
confidence replyed, that monfieur Broglio fuggefted odd notions fometimesj
but by fome of his late letters he pofitively wrote, that the miniftry in England
would certainly be able to maintain their ground, both in court and parliament^
and his eminence added, that he did not doubt but they would, provided Spain
did not take any violent ftep with regard to our commerce, and that the works
at Dunkirk were entirely demolished* This gave me an occafion to renew my
inftances with more warmth than ever for the expedition of Sicily and the de-
niolition of the works at Dunkirk. I had, as I have told you before, no fuccefs
in the firft/but he gave me the ftrongeft affufances that the demolition Ihould be
perfeded to his majefty's fatisfaftionj and he having fhown me an anfwer
which monfieur Maurepas had drawn to the paper we had delivered relating to
thofe works, and I having convinced him that it was by noe means, as it really
was not, fatisfaftory, but would exafperate the nation, and abfolutely diffolve the
prefent alliance; he then affured me in the ftrongefl manner, that lie would take
it under his own. confideration, and ufe his own authority for fatisfying his ma-
jefty aiid the nation in this point: and if he continues firm, and yvill not be diverted
by fome newinfluence and quirk, from monfieur Maurepas, and by the clamours
of the people of Dunkirk, I have reafon to believe, that not only the jettees, but
alfo the fluke of Furnes will be demolished, and that we fhall foon have an an-
. *                                             '                                                    fwerwill, without doubt^
